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Asian Americans in New York City 
 

The Asian American community has been the fastest 
growing race group in the nation and NYC for the 
past two decades, and remains the most culturally 
and economically diverse population in the U.S.  The 
most recent American Community Survey estimates 
that there are 1,013,209 Asian Americans living in 
NYC, which represents 12.2% of the Cityôs 8.3 
million residents.  Since 2000, NYCôs Asian 
American population has grown by 16.7%.  This far 
exceeds the Cityôs overall population growth, which 
was 3.7% in the same time period.  If the Asian 
Americans population of NYC were a consolidated 
city, they would represent the 10th largest city in the 
U.S. by population, coming in just after Dallas, TX.  
 
There are 9 NYC community districts where Asian 
Americans now represent more than 25% of the 
population in a given neighborhood. It is in these 
neighborhoodsðElmhurst, Woodside, Flushing, and 
Bayside in Queens, and Bensonhurst and Sunset 
Park in Brooklynðwhere Asian American 
communities have grown between 40-89% since 
2000. Through this astonishing growth, Asian 
American communities have remade their 
neighborhoods: buying homes; opening small 
businesses; establishing places of worship, civic 
associations and community-based organizations.  
 
Asian Americans in NYC speak more than 40 
different languages and dialects, and have many 
national, ethnic and religious identities. While these 
distinctions are important to understanding the needs 
and assets of the Asian American community, this 
exploratory analysis highlights the distinction of place 
and brings attention to issues of equity for Asian 
Americans when compared to their neighbors as a 
whole.  Across a number of measures, such as 
income and homeownership, Asian Americans in 
some neighborhoods are similar to their neighbors. 
However, disparities persist in terms of language 
access, poverty levels, and housing conditions 
between Asian Americans and their neighbors, as 
well as for Asian Americans across neighborhoods.  

Background and Purpose 
 

New York Cityðhome to 8.3 million peopleðis a 
constellation of neighborhoods.  When analyzed from 
a citywide perspective, data on Asian Americans as 
well as other race and ethnic groups can be limiting.  
As a result of continued immigration, demographic 
change, economic growth, and housing choice, the 
Cityôs Asian American communities have grown to 
look very different from one neighborhood to another. 
 
The purpose of this report is to document the social 
and economic diversity of Asian Americans in New 
York City through a place-based approach.  Asian 
Americans for Equality (AAFE) analyzed data from 
the U.S. Census Bureau's 2005-2009 American 
Community Survey to identify New York City 

neighborhoods with a share of Asian American 
population above the city-wide average (12.2% Asian 
American).  Data for neighborhoods was analyzed 
based on the Census Bureauôs Public Use Microdata 
Areas (PUMA) which approximate the Cityôs 59 
community districts.  With a focus on 20 community 
districts with the greatest Asian American population, 
this report presents selected economic, demographic 
and housing characteristics for each neighborhood to 
show the rich complexity of NYCôs Asian American 
communities.  All data presented in this report were 
analyzed from the 2005-2009 American Community 
Survey 5-year Estimates.  
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Asian American Neighborhoods 
 

This report identifies 20 community districts (CD) 
where the Asian American population is greater than 
12.2%, and compares available data for Asian 
Americans with the population as a whole within 
each CD.  An estimated 74.0% of all Asian American 
New Yorkers live in the 20 CDs listed in Table 1 
below.  While CDs are not necessarily uniform in 
geography and population size, they serve as the 
most useful level of analysis for data at a local level.  
Neighborhoods within a given CD are also not 
demographically or economically uniform, and can 
change in terms of population and character from 
one block to another. For example, the aggregate 
poverty rate for a CD may not accurately represent 
the poverty rates of two neighborhoods within the it.  
However, these local estimates are critical to dis-
aggregating data on Asian American communities. 

Accordingly, the 5 community districts currently with 
the largest share of Asian American population are: 
 
1. Flushing (Qn 7) at 42.9% 
2. Chinatown (Mn 3) at 35.3% 
3. Bayside (Qn 11) at 34.8% 
4. Woodside (Qn 2) at 33.9% 
5. Elmhurst (Qn 4) at 32.3% 

 
Asian Americans are now a significant proportion of 
neighborhoods that historically have not been 
considered Asian American ñplaces.ò Asian 
Americans now represent:  
 
¶ 1 in 3 residents of Bensonhurst (Bk 11) 
¶ 1 in 4 residents of Forest Hills (Qn 6)  
¶ 1 in 5 residents of Richmond Hill (Qn 12) 
¶ 1 in 6 residents of Lower Manhattan (Mn 1,2) 
¶ 1 in 8 residents of the Murray Hill (Mn 6) 

Table 1:  The Percent Share of Asian Americans in Selected NYC Neighborhoods 
 

*Reported Asian alone or in combination with any other race. 

District Neighborhoods within Community Districts 
 Total  

Population  

 Asian  

Population*  

% Share 

Asian 

QN 7 Flushing, Bay Terrace, College Point, Whitestone, Queensboro Hill       250,458        107,384  42.9% 

MN 3 Lower East Side, Chinatown, Two Bridges, East Village       168,041         59,276  35.3% 

QN 11 Bayside, Douglaston, Little Neck, Auburndale, East Flushing       120,600         42,001  34.8% 

QN 2 Long Island City, Woodside, Sunnyside       135,448         45,886  33.9% 

QN 4 Corona, Corona Heights, Elmhurst       139,583         45,127  32.3% 

BK 11 Bensonhurst, Bath Beach, Gravesend, Mapleton       177,922         57,336  32.2% 

QN 8 Fresh Meadows, Jamaica Estates, Flushing South, Utopia, Briarwood       152,820         48,513  31.7% 

BK 7 Sunset Park. Windsor Terrace       151,262         39,767  26.3% 

QN 6 Forest Hills, Rego Park       116,224         29,144  25.1% 

QN 9 Kew Gardens, Woodhaven, Ozone Park, and Richmond Hill        147,338         34,170  23.2% 

QN 10 Richmond Hill, Ozone Park, South Ozone Park, Howard Beach       130,753         26,562  20.3% 

BK 10 Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, Fort Hamilton       127,209         23,721  18.6% 

QN 3 Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst, North Corona       182,868         31,871  17.4% 

MN 1,2 Financial District, Battery Park City, Tribeca, West Village, NoHo, SoHo        143,354         23,020  16.1% 

BK 15 Homecrest, Sheepshead Bay, Manhattan Beach, Kings Bay       149,019         22,377  15.0% 

QN 13 Queens Village, New Hyde Park, Bellerose, Rosedale, Floral Park       204,564         30,296  14.8% 

QN 1 Astoria, Long Island City,  Ditmars, Ravenswood, Steinway       184,083         25,590  13.9% 

MN 4,5 Clinton, Chelsea, Midtown       143,734         18,710  13.0% 

MN 6 Murray Hill, Gramercy Park, Stuyvesant Town, Turtle Bay, Sutton Place       150,263         19,336  12.9% 

BK 12 Borough Park, Kensington, Ocean Parkway, and Midwood       163,611         20,481  12.5% 
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considered Asian American enclaves.   Some 
neighborhoods are entirely residential, while others 
have become secondary and tertiary commercial 
districts, such as Richmond Hill (Qn 10) for the Indo-
Caribbean community; Woodside (Qn 2) for the 
Filipino community; and Bensonhurst (Bk 11) for the 
Chinese community.  Asian Americans choose 
neighborhoods for universal reasons: quality of life; 
affordable housing; access to transit; good schools; 
and employment opportunities.  

Neighborhoods such as Jackson Heights (Qn 3), 
Flushing (Qn 7), Sunset Park (Bk 7), and Chinatown 
(Mn 3) are known as Asian American enclaves in 
NYC and serve as ñgatewayò neighborhoods for new 
immigrants.  Over the past several decades Asian 
American communities have settled here and built up 
their neighborhoods, and they remain commercial 
hubs for their respective ethnic communities from 
throughout the region. The data presented here 
shows that Asian Americans now live throughout 
many NYC neighborhoods which are not historically 


