AAFE Position on East Village/LES Rezoning

Overall, Asian Americans for Equality (AAFE) acknowledges that the East Village/Lower East
Side (LES) Rezoning process was conducted in a fair and open manner, and was developed through a
democratic process substantiated by over three years of numerous town hall and other public meetings.
AAFE supports the overwhelming majority of affordable housing advocates and organizations in the
Lower East Side that the East Village/LES Rezoning Proposal is a positive step in stemming the rampant
gentrification and out-of-context, luxury development in our mixed-income neighborhood.

In particular, AAFE supports the following Community Board 3 recommendations to the
Department of City Planning:

1) Ensure that the Inclusionary Zoning mandate at least 30% affordable housing in perpetuity in the
areas eligible for upzoning

2) Include the anti-harassment and anti-eviction provisions in the proposal

3) Encourage Green buildings

We all understand that no rezoning plan is perfect. However, AAFE supports identifying areas
where the current East Village/LES Rezoning plan can be modified so that we may propose sound and
achievable remedies. AAFE proposes the following recommendations:

1) To increase tenant rights advocacy and education, and city support and funding for affordable
housing; stronger implementation of anti-eviction, anti-landlord harassment, and anti-phony
demolition laws; and strengthening of enforcement for rent stabilization and rent control laws.

2) To urge the City and our elected officials to support these measures, as well as to take immediate
steps to protect the Greater Chinatown community, and to devote resources to a full expedited
Chinatown rezoning process.

3) To conduct further investigation to quickly determine the relevance of the Chrystie Street portion
south of Delancey in the East Village/LES Rezoning plan and perhaps recommend that this part
be excluded from the rezoning, to be considered at a future rezoning process for Chinatown.

AAFE supports the Lower East Side in its rezoning efforts to protect the quality of life for its
residents, and asks for support for a similarly open, grassroots process in Chinatown. We cannot afford
to be divided or to play on each other’s fears — the longer we dwell on this type of polarization, the
longer we all remain vulnerable to the onslaught of gentrification. Our two neighborhoods are the open
doorways to America for thousands upon thousands of future Americans. The faster we see our shared
commonalities and goals, the sooner we can plan and implement the structure for an era of continued
cooperation and mutual protection of our neighborhoods for future generations and immigrants.

If you agree with Asian Americans for Equality’s position, please either come into our office to sign
the petition, or cut out the box below, sign it, and return it to us by mail.

Asian Americans for Equality
111 Division Street, New York, NY 10002

D I support Asian Americans for Equality’s East Village/LES Rezoning position.

Name: Address:

Signature Date

Please visit our website at www.aafe.org to read the East Village/LES Rezoning Q & A: Responding to
Myths and to sign an online support petition.




